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remarks that such books “are too long and that the 

(p. 330). The university presses, for the most part, want 
to move away from the highly specialized research 
dissertation-turned-monograph at a time when most 
research institutions are still pressuring their tenure-track 
faculty to publish books.

The irony, of  course, is obvious. Jones’s book itself  
is a dissertation-turned-book. However, her situation is 

Her position and experience offer valuable insight into 
why university presses are struggling and what they 

markets.

As university libraries suffer increased budget 

Why? Because librarians feel pressured to maintain 

especially in the sciences, have increased exponentially 
in price. Since the libraries must carry the established 

is less demand for university presses to publish 

issues are easier to store in cyberspace than a bunch 
of  hardcover books collecting dust on library shelves.

To combat the reduction in demand for research 
monographs, some university presses are exploring 
electronic publishing. Because interlibrary loan 
departments have all but eliminated many research 
professors’ need to buy academic texts, some publishers, 
including university presses, have turned to on-demand 
purchasing of  electronic texts. Although not a university 
press, STC offers access to articles through online 
purchase. For example, you can download a copy of  Jo 
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addition, to combat the purchasing fatigue of  research 
monographs, some university presses make up to a third 
of  their list trade books. Custom publishing, particularly 
in the textbooks, also has created increased revenue for 
some university presses.

a slow start. She repeats her hypothesis and research 

this repetition may be an element of  the dissertation 

staggering at times. Some parts of  the table of  contents 
are mismatched with the text itself  or have erroneous 
repetition (for example, 3.2.6 and 3.2.7 have the same 
title). Despite some cosmetic and stylistic issues in the 
beginning, however, what Jones offers in the remaining 
400 pages is indeed a rigorous and eye-opening study 
that reveals not only exactly what is causing the 
downturn in scholarly book publishing with university 
presses but also how university press directors feel about 
the shift and the steps they have taken, are taking, and 
plan to take to survive in a changing publishing market.
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technical writing in 1971, 

that discussed audience, nor 
was there one that provided 
authentic examples from 

that the only solution to 
providing my students with a 

medical writing texts have been written by health 
professionals (doctors and scientists) or academicians 
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rather than writers, and they lack a professional writer’s 
perspective. 

teach my course.

communication studies and adapted them to the medical 
world with which he has become familiar as a consultant 
the past 20 years.

The book is aimed at anyone who will be writing 
and presenting in the health sciences, including nurses, 
clinicians, medical technicians, biomedical scientists, 

divides the book into three parts: (1) writing in the 
health sciences in general, (2) publishing in the health 
sciences, and (3) presenting in the health sciences.

The opening chapters provide a framework 
for anyone engaged in some form of  technical 

provides a historical overview of  the discipline, going 

of  idiographic script, Johnson’s publication of  the 
Dictionary of  the English Language

Philadelphia, and the introduction of  the Journal of  
the American Medical Association (now JAMA). Bringing 
the overview up to date, he lists such recent (2009) 

statements, and such reporting standards as the 

section on the latest technological innovations, such as 

a text rather than how the writer relates to a reader, 

explains what academicians mean by writing reader-
based prose and, more importantly, why writers need to 
write this kind of  prose. He delineates four features—

usability—that readers need to strive for in a medical 
document if  they are to effectively make a decision or 

documents. He continues in this and the following 
chapter to provide recommendations for successfully 
implementing these features. While he discusses 

writing texts—use familiar words, make sure phrases 
and clauses in a list are parallel, and don’t nominalize 

experience as a writer that are supported by linguistic 
research. While he recommends short sentences in most 
cases, he says it is not length but syntactic complexity 

using active rather than passive voice, as most texts 
do, he adds a caveat (with examples) that the passive is 
sometimes more appropriate.

He focuses on the writer’s purpose in displaying data 
or images and then provides recommendations for 

color, myriad examples, and appropriate alternatives, he 
goes into detail on such matters as how to help readers 
analyze data in tables and graphs, perceive patterns 
in data, and compare data; how to prepare drawings 

document biomedical images. Some of  this discussion 

The book provides excellent discussions of  
abstracts, grant proposals, and research articles. The 

have ever encountered—it delves into descriptive, 

suggests ways to reduce word count, an extremely 
important but frustrating aspect of  writing an abstract. 
The excellent advice on grant proposals includes a list 
of  characteristics of  successful and unsuccessful grant 
proposals, as well as an explanation of  how funding 

references, and statistical methods.
The section on publishing includes discussions 

article, from submission through the peer process 
to production. Only an experienced writer could 
give neophytes such helpful advice as the following: 
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The section on presenting looks at creating posters 

limiting the amount of  text, avoiding three-dimensional 
images in graphs, using sans serif  type, developing 
tabletop posters, and selecting font size and display 

involved in presenting a technical topic.

anyone who is interested in writing and presenting 

doesn’t include patient education materials. Perhaps he 
could add an addendum in the future.
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Can a book titled The Graphic 
Designer’s Guide to Portfolio 
Design be useful to a technical 
communicator? The answer 

friendly book offers value 
to a technical communicator 
who’s starting out or hasn’t 
put together a portfolio in a 
while.

style is welcoming, as if  she’s 
leading a small tutorial session in designing a portfolio, 
overcoming your initial reaction that you don’t need 

do need help, or at least tweaks, 

to update my portfolio. The book focuses mainly on 
designing an electronic, 21st-century portfolio.

Myers argues well that “a designer will always be 

a theme she emphasizes throughout. The chapter 

Obviously, you will adapt the list to your specialties. 
The chapters on the traditional paper portfolio include 
a list of  action verbs, a great tool to use in writing 

me suggestions for updating my paper portfolio. The 
summary checklists on interviews and the examples of  

Many details on digital portfolios will appeal mainly 
to readers with less experience. Graphic design students 
and experienced technical communicators, for example, 

and construction of  a Web site too elementary. Myers’ 

challenged me to work on my own writer’s statement, a 

One annoyance is a design miscue that is not 
Myers’s fault. The color bleeding on the edges of  
the pages has no function, because the edges aren’t 
staggered to correspond to the chapters.

graduates as well as experienced professionals.
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